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Global Health Catalyst Summit at the University of Pennsylvania 

Date: May 4-6, 2023 
 Location: Irvine Auditorium, at the University of Pennsylvania.   
3401 Spruce St, Philadelphia, PA 19104 Philadelphia, USA. 

 
Program Schedule (subject to change) 

 
Day 1: May 4, 2023: Win-win U.S.-Africa Collaborations: Extending the Cancer Moonshot to Africa 
 

7:30 am Registration; Light Breakfast 
 
 
8:30 – 9:30 am 

 
 
Opening Session of the GHC Summit 
Chairs: Stephen Avery, M Saiful Huq, Wil Ngwa (GHC Summit Directors/PIs) 
  
Welcome Remarks 

• 8:35 am: UPenn President (Elizabeth Magill) * 
• 8:40 am: Vice Provost for Global Initiatives (Zeke Emanuel) 
• 8:45 am: Chair, Department of Radiation Oncology of University of Pennsylvania (Jim Metz) 
• 8:55 am: Chair, Department of Radiation Oncology of Johns Hopkins (Akila Viswanathan) * 
• 9:00 am: Director of Center for Global Health (Glen Gaulton) 
• 9:10 am: Director of Oncology Abramson Cancer Center (Larry Shulman) 
• 9:20 am: Mayor of Philadelphia (Jim Kenney) 

 
 
9:30 – 10:45am 

 
Cancer Moonshot 2.0 & The Lancet Oncology Commission for sub-Saharan Africa 
Chair: Prof David Collingridge – Editor-in-Chief Lancet Oncology; Publishing Director for The Lancet 
Group's specialty journals 
 

- 9:30 am: Cancer Moonshot 2.0 by Prof David Collingridge – Editor-in-Chief Lancet Oncology; 
Publishing Director for The Lancet Group's specialty journals. 

- 9:40 am: Lancet Oncology Commission for sub-Saharan Africa (SSA): One year after the launch 
of Calls for Urgent Action, by the commissioners  

• 09:50 am: Remarks by Dr Miriam Mutebi, President-elect of AORTIC   
• 10:00 am: Breast Cancer survivor appreciative of the Cancer Moonshot (Esther Peter RN) 
• 10:10 am: Remarks by H.E. Rebecca Akufo-Addo (First Lady of Ghana)*.  
• 10:15 am: Remarks by H.E. Zainab Bagudu, (First Lady of Kebbi State, Nigeria) 
• 10:20 am: Remarks by Dr Lia Tadesse (Honorable Minister of Health, Ethiopia)*. 

 
- 10:30 am: Response and goal of the Lancet Oncology Moonshot 2.0 commission by Prof David 

Collingridge 
- 10:35 am: U.S.-Africa Collaborations: Call for Action building on the U.S.-Africa Leader’s summit 

outcomes  
 

10:45 – 11:00 am Coffee break  
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11:00am – 12pm 

 
Response to Call-to-Action  
Chairs: Dr Catharine Young (Ast Director, Engagement and Policy | Cancer Moonshot, White House); 
Jennifer Dent (President of BIO Ventures for Global Health)  
 

- 11:00 am: Response/Review of Actions during the U.S. Africa Leaders’ summit by Dr Catharine 
Young (Ast Director, Engagement and Policy | Cancer Moonshot, White House) 

- 11:10 am: Response remarks by Former NFL Players and Athletes on collaborating with the White 
House on the Cancer Moonshot 

- 11:15 am: Response to Call-to-Action Panel moderated by Jennifer Dent (President of BIO 
Ventures for Global Health)  

Industry Commitments & Public-Private Partnerships Extending the Cancer Moonshot globally.  
Panelists: 

• Dr. Natanya Jennings, Director, Global Health Equity Platform, Bristol Myers Squibb 
• Dr. Chris Reddick Vice President, Head of R&D Health Equity, Center for Health Equity & Patient 

Affairs; Takeda 
• Dr. Chitkala Kalidas, Global Head, Oncology & In Vitro Diagnostics Regulatory Affairs & Oncology 

Sustainability, Bayer 
• Josette Gbemudu Executive Director, Health Equity, Merck 
• Therese Lindé, Vice President, Public Affairs, Elekta 
•  Eric Broyles, President, and CEO of NanoCan Therapeutics Corporation  

 
 
12:00 – 1 PM 

 
"Meet the Press": Lancet Commissions for global health impact. 
Chair: Prof Akila Viswanathan (Director, Department of Radiation Oncology, Johns Hopkins Medicine) 
Speakers: 

• 12:05 pm: Opening remarks: Prof David Collingridge - Editor-in-Chief Lancet Oncology 
• 12:10 pm:  Dr Ophira Ginsburg, (Senior Scientific Officer. National Cancer Institute Center for 

Global Health, A Lancet Commission on women and cancer) 
• 12:25 pm: Prof Hedvig (Hedi) Hricak (Professor, Memorial Sloan Kettering's Department of 

Radiology, Lancet Oncology Commission on Medical Imaging and Nuclear Medicine) 
• 12:40 pm: Dr. Raffaella Casolino, (World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland; The Lancet 

Oncology Commission Cancer Omics) 
• 12:50 pm: Q/A 

 
1:00 – 2:00 PM Lunch (on your own), posters/exhibits, and collaboration side meetings 
 

2:00 PM Ambassadors and Diaspora session 
 
 

Chairs: Melvin Foote (President, Constituency for Africa)  
Wil Ngwa (GHC Summit Director/PI) 

• 2:05 pm: Opening Remarks of support for Extending the Cancer Moonshot globally 
(Former Ghana President John Kuffour, Former U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder; 
Former President George W Bush) 

• 2:15 pm: Remarks on White House Engagement and Outreach to diaspora and 
communities facing health disparities, by Dr Catharine Young (White House) 

• 2:20 pm: Remarks by Ambassadors  
• 3:00 pm Panel discussion with Ambassadors  
• 3:30 pm: Diaspora Showcase and messages of commitments to collaborate with the 

Cancer Moonshot (Dr Paul Mobit, Betty Floreza, Vivian Birchall, Dr Ivan Ndamukong, 
Lawrencia Dsane, Martina Moellers, George Ntim, Oscar Nebangwa, et al.) 

• 3:50 pm:  Announcement of Commitments and plans to support USA-Africa institution 
collaborations to extend the Cancer Moonshot and advance global health & development 
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4:00 – 5:00 PM  

 
Diaspora exhibits, collaboration side meetings with Ambassadors, athletes, and other 
stakeholders; Interviews  

 
5:30 – 9:00 PM 

 
U.S.-Africa Centers of Excellence Collaborations Dinner and Celebration 
 

  
End Day 1 

 
 
Day 2 (Next page) 
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Day 2: Catalyzing Global Collaborations for Global Health and Development 
 

7:30 am  Breakfast 
 
8:00 – 10:30 am 

 
Extending the Cancer Moonshot Globally: Win-Win Collaborations with Asia, East Europe, 
Eastern Mediterranean, South America.  
Chairs: Prof Saiful Huq (Southeast Asia collaborations); Prof Bashkim Ziberi (Eastern Europe); Dr 
Salameh Obeidat (Middle East); Prof Sandra Carrillo (South America) 
 

• 08:00 am: Southeast Asia: Bangladesh 
• 08:45 am: Middle East: Jordan 
• 09:45 am: Eastern Europe: Romania/Macedonia 
• 10:15 am: South America: Panama/Brazil 

 
10:30 – 10:45 am Coffee break 
 
10:45 am – 12 pm 

 
Collaboration Initiatives: Comprehensive Cancer Center in the Cloud (C4) powered by AI. 
Chairs: Surbhi Grover, MD MPH (Director of Global Radiation Oncology, University of Pennsylvania)  
 
Speakers: 

§ 10:45 am: Overview of C4 with Oncopadi powered by AI (Drs Omolola Salako, Adaorah Enyi) 
§ 11:00 am: HYPOAFRICA Clinical trials: multi-country clinical trials network  

- 11:00 am: Katy Graef (Vice President, BIO ventures for Global Health) 
- 11:05 am: Professor Luca Incrocci (Erasmus MC Cancer Institute, Netherlands) 
- 11:20 am: Prof Twalib Ngoma (Research Chair, Muhimbili University of Health and Allied 

Sciences, Tanzania) 
- 11:30 am: Dr Adedayoh Joseph (Clinical Radiation Oncologist and the Research Program 

Director of NSIA-LUTH Cancer Centre) 
- 11:40 am: Dr Abba Mallum (Consultant and Honorary Lecturer, Inkosi Albert Central 

Hospital, Durban South Africa)   
- 11:50 am: Collaboration discussion and Q/A 
   

 
12:00 – 1:00 PM 

 
Collaboration Initiatives: Global Oncology University (GO-U) 
Chair: Julianne Pollard-Larkin, PhD (Associate Professor, MD Anderson Cancer Center) 
Speakers: 

§ 12:00 pm: Opening remarks: Prof Ahmed Elzawawy (Chair of GO-U and the GHC win-win 
initiative) 

§ 12:05: pm: Promoting Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Oncology by Julianne Pollard-Larkin, 
PhD (Associate Professor, MD Anderson Cancer Center) 

§ 12:15 pm: GO-U education model: Overview, upcoming courses, and collaboration opportunities 
by Prof Stephen Avery (University of Pennsylvania), and Prof Twalib Ngoma (MUHAS, Tanzania) 

§ 12:30 pm: US-Africa partnerships to address capacity building (Francis Hasford, PhD (RAMSRI)) 
§ 12:45 pm: Administrative Structure for Global Education (Cordelia Baffic (AROPC)) 
§ 12:50 pm: Collaboration Q/A 

 
1:00 – 2:00 PM Lunch (on your own) and Collaboration side meetings, exhibits and interviews 
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2:00 – 4:00 PM  Collaborative Initiatives: International Phytomedicine and Medical Cannabis Institute Collaboration 
Initiative  

 
 

Chairs: Dr Brylyne Chitsunge (Pan-African Parliament Ambassador for Food Security, CEO Elpasso Farms 
South Africa); Dr Eric Tanifum (Associate Professor, Baylor College of Medicine and Texas Children’s 
Hospital, Texas USA) 
 
Speakers:  

• 2:00 pm: Welcome and announcement of New FDA approved multi-center Research/Clinical trials 
collaboration on Medical Cannabis derivative. 

§ 2:05 pm: Dr Ngeh Toyang (CEO, Flavocure Biotech Inc, Maryland) 
§ 2:20 pm: Young Catalysts: Kevin Nguyen et al.  on TeleCatalyst: Phytomedicine App powered by AI. 
§ 2:30 pm: Dr Eric Tanifum (Associate Professor, Baylor College of Medicine & Texas Children’s) 
§ 2:40 pm: Dr Sandra Carrillo, MD (Professor, University of Panama) 
§ 2:50 pm: Dr Peter Grinspoon MD (Mass General Brigham, Harvard Medical School) 
§ 3:00 pm: Calvin Johnson and Rob Sims (Co-Founders; Primitiv Performance, Michigan; Former NFL 

superstars) 
§ 3:10 pm: Dr Jordan Tishler, MD (President Association of Cannabinoid Specialists, Harvard Medical 

School) 
§ 3:20 pm: Dr Brylyne Chitsunge (CEO Elpasso Farms, South Africa) 
§ 3:30 pm: Collaboration Panel Discussion moderated by Dr Chitsunge including:  

- Dr Soorena Khojasteh (Director of Pain Medicine, Main Line Health, Pennsylvania, USA) 
- Dr Regina Hurley (American Board-Certified Anesthesiologist, American State-Licensed 

Medical Cannabis physician) 
- Steve Bevan (World-renowned expert and ambassador for federally legal outdoor cannabis-

hemp) 
- Daniel Weadock (Cannabis Genetics & Breeders agent, IPI) 

• 3:55 pm: Launch of new Phytomedicine and Medical Cannabis Education Series 
 
4:00 – 5:00 PM  

 
Break, Collaboration side meetings, exhibits and interviews 

5:30 – 9:00 PM GHC Global Health Impact and Awards Dinner - Hall of Flags  
Featuring First Ladies, oncology leaders, Radio Host and Personality, Celebrity health advocates, Awards 
and celebration of exemplary individuals who are having major local and global health impact. 
 

§ 5:30 pm: Welcome, networking; refreshments accompanied by classical music featuring Erik Dutko 
§ 5:40 pm: Advancing Women’s Health:  Eliminating Cervical Cancer: The Rwanda experience by 

Lacy Hubbard (President of Elekta Foundation and Christian Ntizimira (Founder and Executive 
Director of ACREOL) 

§ 6:00 pm: Poem by Fatoumata Adelle Barry, Bsc, MD, MPH (Johns Hopkins) 
§ 6:05 pm: Advancing Women’s Health in Cameroon (Dr Simon Manga, Cameroon Baptist 

Convention Health Services and Martina Moellers MBA, MSc.  (Rotarian Action Group for 
Reproductive Maternal and Child health International Board of Directors, marti-
connectingafrica.com) 

§ 6:25 pm: Classical music Interlude 
§ 6:30 pm: Global Health is Local Health by Prof Richard Marlink (Director of Rutgers Global Health 

Institute) 
§ 6:45 pm: Dinner, music, and entertainment 
§ 7:15 pm: Awards Part A (Moderated by Delilah Rene/Howard Eskin/Wil Ngwa) 
§ 7:45 pm: Saving kids with cancer by Global HOPE (Texas Children’s Hospital) 
§ 8:00 pm: Awards Part B 
§ 8:45 pm: Celebration and Music 
§ 9:00 pm: Close 

 
 End Day 2 
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Day 3: Global Health is Local Health: Catalyzing Local Collaborations 
 For Global Health and Development 

 
7:30 am  Breakfast 
 
8:00 – 10:30 am 

 
Religion and Global Health.  
Chair: Prof Kenneth Ngwa (Director of Religion and Global Health Forum, Drew University) 

– 8:00 am: Welcome and overview of the Session (Session Chair, Kenneth Ngwa) 
– 8:10 am: Song “There is a Balm in Gilead” by Sharon Williams 
– 8:15 am: Introduction of Keynote Speakers  

– 8:20 am:  Keynote Speaker: Amanda Williams, COO. Department of Family 
Medicine and Community Health, University of Pennsylvania 

– 8:35 am: Keynote Speaker – Rev. Jochen Kirsch (Director of Mission 21, Basel 
Switzerland) 

– 8:50 am Response by Rev Dr Festus Asana (Moderator Emeritus of Presbyterian Church in 
Cameroon and World Council of Churches) 

 
Models for Local-global health 

– 9:00 am: The C-4 Pilot Initiative in Church of the Good Shepherd UMC, Willingboro, NJ: (Rev. 
Vanessa M. Wilson, JD, MBA, and Labenyimoh Patrick). 

– 9:20 am Initiatives in Philadelphia 
        9:20 am:  Africa Town – Stanley Straughter 
        9:25 am: Caribbean African Collaborative for Health Equity (CACHE) – Oni Richards 
        9:30 am:  Opportunities for Health Center @ Mount Carmel Baptist Church – Rev. Donald Moore 
        9:35 am: West Philly Community Clinic – Mike Beers 
        9:40 am: Establishing Wellness program for BIPOC Communities – Andre Coles 
 

9:45 – 10:00 am Coffee break 
 
10:00 – 11:00 am 

 
Panel Discussion: Developing Models for Academia-Church-Community partnerships. 
Moderator: Heather Klusaritz (Associate Director of the Center for Community and Population Health in 
the Department of Family Medicine, University of Pennsylvania) 

 
11:00 – 11:15 am Announcements of new collaborations to address health disparities 
 
11:15 – 12:15 am 

Engaging Young Global Health Catalysts: Junior Catalysts and Young Catalysts 
Chairs: Dr Lydia Asana (Director, GHC Young Catalysts program); Stephanie Austin-Johnson (STEM 
Educator, Community College of Philadelphia) 
 
Speakers:  Young Catalysts from different institutions 
  
Junior Catalysts (High School Students): 

- Gavriel Akonwi, Logan Rodriguez, Ariel Azinwi, Gavin Rodriguez (Libertas  
                Scholars, FL) 

- Yusuf Harris, Musa Wilson, Zymirah Weathersby, Montrell Irvin Jr., Kenneth Woosely Jr., 
Jamesia Cobb, Cy Woodland, Isaiah Prater, Ariel Headen, Jaida Jordan (Imhotep Institute 
Charter High School, PA) 

  
Young Catalysts (Undergraduate Students) 

- Uriel Ngwa & Augustin Bancalari (University of Florida, Libertas Scholars) 
- Jamie Barker & Amreen Naveen (University of South Florida) 
- Ishan Chaplot University of South Florida) 
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- Julia Llanos University of South Florida) 
 

 
12:15pm – 1:15PM Young Global Health Catalysts luncheon  

– 12:15 pm: Oral poster presentations (by local high school students) 
– 12:45 pm: Inspirational talks by celebrity health advocates & Q & A 

 
 

1:15pm – 1:45PM Equipping Young Global Health Catalysts 
 
 

Academic and Career Development skills: Writing Scientific manuscripts: 
§ 1:15 pm:  Key speakers/panel: Dr Gemma Alderton (Senior Editor of Science); Ming Yang 

(Associate Editor of Nature Medicine) 
 

 
1:45pm – 4:00pm Engaging Global Health Catalysts: Emerging Catalysts 

Chairs: Dr Lydia Asana (Director, GHC Young Catalysts program); Stephanie Austin-Johnson (STEM 
Educator, Community College of Philadelphia) 
 
Speakers:  Emerging Global Health Catalysts from different institutions 

- Andres Diaz and Shrey Patel (University of Arizona College of Medicine & University of 
Vermont Larner College of Medicine) 

- Ellen Park and Ila Farhang, (University of Pennsylvania) 
- Dishane Luximon (University of California, Los Angeles) 
- Tara Friebel-Klingner (Johns Hopkins University) 
- Jennifer Chin, (Johns Hopkins University) 
- Victoria Ainsworth, (University of Massachusetts) 
- Michelle Moreau, (Johns Hopkins University) 
- Lindokuhle Ngema (Johns Hopkins University) 
- Dr William Swanson, (Weill Cornell Medicine) 
- Dr. Mat Price, (Johns Hopkins University) 
- Dr. Edward Sutherlands, (Ghana) 
- Dr. Tejaswini Appidi, (Johns Hopkins University) 
- Janet Okang & Yajenlemla Yajenlemla, (Drew University) 

4:00PM  Acknowledgement, Young Catalyst Champion Award Winner Judy Genshaft Honors College, USF 
Award to Junior Catalyst 
Announcement of new collaborations and initiatives, Acknowledgements and Conclusion  

  
End Day 3 

 
 

 


